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Israel is determined to stop Iran from establishing bases in Syria

The Economist: https://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21740471-conflict-between-two-powers-escalating-israel-determined-stop

The article discusses how the Israeli governments wants to stop the Iranian government from forming a bases in Syria. A lot of fire fighting in the Labanese airspace has reciprocated this. Several missiles have been fired to the eastward target of the T-4 Military airbase in the Central of Syria which is very near to the ancient city of Palmyra. The targeted include the building that houses Iran’s expeditionary Quds Force as well as the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Force. Both countries has demonstrated conflict of interest in Syria. The result of the fire missiles led to death of at least 7 Iranian officers with a colonel included. Since war broke in Syria in 2011, the Israeli Air force has stroke severally on the Iranian war establishments in Syria. Israel and Iran have been in constant confrontation in the Syrian soil where it has proceeded to establish a permanent base there to carry out direct air strikes. Israel seems to be working on the fall of Asaad’s regime and it is in constant persuasion of support from other countries.
Analytical Response 


The concept of Middle East countries in a conflict has been pointed out in the story. The Kamrava text gives an insight of Islam war and the political history that plays a major role in the development of the Middle East countries. The subject in the Kamrava text is about war and the major conflicts that are witnessed in the Middle East political realm. Nationalism has been a powerful force that shapes the destiny as well as the character of Middle East countries. Most of the dominant forces in the Middle East have been have been the most dominant forces in deciding the regional politics. There has been continuous conflict among the Middle East nations with some of them being rich oil countries. The same case applies in this story whereby there is a conflict between Iran and Israel whereby the Israel forces want to prove the dominant powers in the fight for control of the Syrian soil. 

Since the Balfour deflation in the 1917 the British government vowed to establish a home for the Jewish people in Palestine. The League of Nations in 1922 proceeded to grant Israel the mandate to establish a Jewish homeland and encourage Jewish settlement on the land. However, Iran is one of the countries that was against the move by Israel to establish Jewish homeland. This seems to be the point of concern why there is continuous conflict between Iran and Israel. The conflict between Israel and Iran has been bipolar with each force funding its own military group to emerge victorious in the war. Some of the groups that have been funded by the two forces include Islamic Jehad and the Hamas to fight against the Israel. The funding has being aimed at forming revolutionary movements to destroy Israel because after all the Iranians care less about the Israel. 

The conflict between Israel and Iran has great impacts to the Middle East (Both positive and negative). It seems the conflict is all about the inability of the region (Middle -East) to contain them. Another option why the countries in the Middle East are always on constant struggle to dominate the region could be as a result of economic reasons. Each country wants to be recognized as the economic giant of the region. The conflict seem so much deep into religion. For example the Iranian governments are not in the same pace with the Israel government because of the different religious views that each of the country has. The Muslim world has hatred towards the Israel and the Muslim believes in protecting their holy land.
The following could be the main causes of conflicts between Israel and Iran

· Israel is dominated by the Jewish whom are hated by the Islamic clerics in Iran
· Israel is a supporter of Sunni neighbors i.e. Egypt and Jordan

· Iran is a Shia state and it is trying to spread its support to other Islamic states

· Israel is a close ally of Shah of Iran who are hated by the Islamic clerics in the country

· Iran has heavily invested in Syria’s future and wants to preserve the Assad regime

Looking at the conflict of Iran and Israel, it seems each side has its own interests that it is working on to gain from the conflict. Each sides has an intention to establish a military infrastructure that will out do the other in war. It is a measure of who is who in the region. Each country threatens the other in order to make advances towards the enemy. For example, Israel is defending its nation at all costs. They are in all likelihood implied as a sort of mental fighting, since Iran can't manage the cost of direct clash with Israel. In spite of the fact that Iran is bigger topographically and as far as populace, its military limit is second rate. Notwithstanding in regards to rocket abilities, which Iranian officers brag about, Israel's are more prominent in range and number. What on a very basic level changes the adjust of energy is Israel's atomic limit. It is broadly accepted to have somewhere in the range of 200 atomic warheads that can be utilized with intercontinental ballistic rockets, and in addition atomic outfitted submarines. Thusly, Iran's arrangement toward Israel is to not strike to start with, as doing as such would be self-destructive for the decision political foundation, whose primary goal is to look after power. It would be more compelling to battle Israel by means of its Lebanese Shiite intermediary Hezbollah.
Appendix 
Article:

 Print edition | Middle East and Africa
Apr 12th 2018| JERUSALEM

IN THE early hours of April 9th Israeli fighter jets crossed into Lebanese airspace and fired a salvo of cruise missiles eastward. Their target was the T-4 military airbase in central Syria (see map on previous page), not far from the ancient city of Palmyra. More specifically, the missiles were aimed at a hangar in a secluded compound on the west side of the airfield. The building was used by Iran’s expeditionary Quds Force, the foreign wing of its Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC). Russia and Syria both claimed that they detected the Israeli aircraft and the incoming missiles, and that at least some of them were intercepted. But enough of them got through to cause significant damage and kill at least seven Iranian officers, including a colonel. The Israeli government has not publicly acknowledged that it was behind the attack.

Since the start of the Syrian war in 2011, Israel has carried out at least 100 cross-border strikes. Most were aimed at weapons convoys and depots belonging to Hizbullah, the Iranian-backed Lebanese Shia movement. The latest strike is only the third in which Iranian personnel were directly targeted. The last time Israel hit them was two months earlier, at the same base, after an Iranian drone breached Israel’s airspace. But this strike appeared to be pre-emptive, not reactive.

For decades Israel has fought a shadow war with Iran, which funds Lebanese and Palestinian proxies that attack the Jewish state. In recent months, though, the war has escalated: Israel and Iran have come into direct confrontation on Syrian soil, where the IRGC is determined to establish permanent bases. To do so, it must find a way to limit Israel’s freedom to carry out air strikes there. Its officers at T-4 were working to build up an air-defence capability meant to threaten Israeli aircraft—which is why they were targeted.

Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister (pictured right), has placed great stock in his personal relationship with Russia’s president, Vladimir Putin (left). They meet and talk frequently. But Israel’s security chiefs are coming to realise that the Kremlin will not exert itself to limit Iran’s role in Syria. Mr Putin has committed himself to the survival of Bashar al-Assad’s regime. His air force provides it with overwhelming firepower, though for domestic political reasons he is reluctant to put Russian boots on the ground.

Instead the Assad regime has turned to Shia militias, often made up of Afghans drafted and organised by Iran, as cannon fodder. Some of the toughest battles in Syria were fought by Hizbullah. “Putin respects Netanyahu and Israel’s military power, and would prefer to be co-ordinated with Israel,” says an Israeli spook. “But to safeguard his interests in Syria, he needs Iran more right now.”

Russia and Israel have a military “deconfliction” process that, over the last two and a half years, has kept the countries’ aircraft from clashing over Syria. Russia has turned a blind eye to Israel’s frequent air strikes. But after the latest attack, Israel’s ambassador to Moscow was summoned to explain it.

In the past Israel has assured Russia that it does not seek to harm the Assad regime, as long as its own strategic interests in Syria are not jeopardised. That line is starting to change. Yoav Galant, the housing minister and a former general, has made a round of interviews calling for Mr Assad’s removal. While this is not yet official Israeli policy, Mr Galant is close to Mr Netanyahu. It is hard not to interpret this as a message to Moscow. Israel is determined to prevent Iran from expanding its foothold in Syria, even if it means threatening Russia’s client in Damascus in the process.

